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' 2019 Unemployment Rate by Town

By Jungmin Charles Joo and Dana Placzek, Department of Labor

n 2019, the annual average
statewide unemployment

rate was 3.7%, down from 4.1% in
2018. For the ninth year, most
municipalities experienced a
decline in their unemployment
rate, although a little fewer than
fell in 2018.

2018 to 2019

Of 169 cities and towns in the
state, the unemployment rate fell
in 162, rose in 5, while 2 were
unchanged in 2019. On the other
hand, 164 were down, 1 was up,
and 4 remained the same in
2018. Roxbury had the lowest
unemployment rate of 2.1%,
while the residents of Hartford
experienced the highest rate of
0.6% last year (see table on page
3 for the complete town data).
Overall, a total of 124 cities and
towns had jobless rates below the
2019 statewide figure of 3.7%, 35
had rates above it, and 10 had
rates equal to it. By comparison,
128 cities and towns had rates
below the 2018 statewide average
of 4.1%, 35 above it, and 6 were
the same.

Of the five largest cities in the
state with a 2010 Census
population of 100,000 or more,

Stamford had the lowest
unemployment rate of 3.3% in
2019. Hartford posted the
highest jobless rate among the
large cities at 6.6%. All five
cities experienced over-the-year
unemployment rate decreases.
The map on page 4 also shows
the unemployment rates for
each town in 2019.

Town Unemployment Rate
Diffusion Index

The Town Unemployment
Rate Diffusion Index is
calculated by subtracting the
share of towns that experienced
increases in their
unemployment rates from the
share that had rate decreases
over the year.

As expected, during 2009-
2010, the index values were
negative, when Connecticut was
in an economic recession. Last
year’s diffusion index value of
+93 suggests a slower rate of
improvement in labor market
condition across the towns than
in 2018 (chart). However, town
unemployment rates will
undoubtedly rise significantly
higher in 2020 due the impact of
COVID-19 pandemic. ®

Connecticut Town Unemployment Rate
Diffusion Index, 2009-2019
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Annual Average Unemployment Rate by Town, 2015-2019

Towaty | oo oof o] o] oodroway | omd omd omd] omd  odtoway | o] oad ] amd g
Andover 48 44 37 34 32 Qiswdd 71 6.3 52 46 4.2 Prospect 52 42 40 36 33
Ansonia 78 6.8 6.6 57 53 Quaon 55 46 40 35 3.2 Punam 6.8 58 53 48 39
Ashfod 48 48 44 40 32 Qilfod 40 36 31 29 25 Reddng 44 42 37 31 30
Avon 37 35 33 30 25 Heddam 43 37 36 31 26 Rdgefied 40 38 37 32 30
Bakhamsted 48 45 46 40 32 Hamoen 53 47 43 38 34 Rocky Hll 43 40 36 31 28
Bescon Fals 54 50 43 38 36 Hanpton 54 49 47 40 34 Rodoury 32 32 32 31 21
Balin 48 42 39 35 32 Hatfod 101 92 82 71 6.6 Sdem 56 52 44 37 33
Betheny 44 40 38 34 29 Hatlad 51 42 38 35 33 Sdisbuy 37 33 36 30 25
Bethe 47 43 39 35 32 Hawinton 44 43 36 36 3.1 Scatland 56 48 48 40 36
Bethiehem 52 52 50 38 36 Hron 41 37 37 31 29 Seymour 61 54 48 43 39
Bloonfidd 6.2 54 52 43 39 Kert 42 37 41 30 28 Sharon 36 33 33 28 23
Bdton 42 38 35 28 26 Kilingy 70 59 51 47 4.1 Shelton 55 50 47 42 37
Bazrah 54 46 43 39 33 Kilingnath 39 35 30 27 2.4 Shemmen 42 41 38 31 29
Brarfod 53 46 42 36 34 Lebanon 51 49 47 39 35 Snsbury 38 36 32 29 24
Bricepart 85 76 69 61 55 Ledyad 52 43 38 34 30 Somers 47 45 42 36 33
Bricoeveter 43 36 38 33 32 Lisbon 64 58 50 41 3.8 South Windsor 46 43 38 34 31
Bristd 65 57 52 46 4.2 Litchfield 43 40 38 31 30 Sauthbouy 55 50 44 40 34
Brookfield 43 41 39 36 32Lyme 42 37 35 32 26 Sauthingon 47 43 40 36 31
Broddyn 58 51 47 41 37 Medison 41 38 35 31 27 Sprage 6.8 55 54 45 41
Bulingon 45 42 36 32 29 Machester 55 50 46 41 37 Staffod 6.3 56 47 42 37
Caaan 31 30 30 29 2.2 Marsfield 53 49 41 38 37 Stanfod 49 44 42 37 33
Cartertbury 59 53 45 39 33 Maibarough 46 40 35 33 29 Steling 71 61 57 50 44
Caton 41 39 35 32 29 Meiden 71 6.2 56 48 4.4 Stanington 50 40 37 34 30
Chedlin 6.2 57 51 46 37 Mddebuy 46 43 42 34 3.0 Stratford 6.3 59 55 47 44
Cheshire 39 37 33 30 25 Mddefidd 46 46 37 32 35 Suffidd 46 42 39 35 32
Chester 39 38 37 29 3.0 Mddetoan 57 51 46 40 3.6 Thomeston 50 43 40 39 34
dinton 47 41 40 34 32 Miford 50 46 43 38 34 Tharpson 57 54 47 40 38
Cdchester 45 43 38 34 3.1 Moroe 52 46 47 37 36 Tdland 39 37 34 31 28
Cdlebrook 49 53 54 48 37| Mortville 6.2 51 46 42 37 Taringtan 6.3 59 54 48 42
Cdumbia 49 43 38 35 33 Monis 43 38 36 35 29 Trurbull 49 43 41 38 34
Comwall 35 27 30 28 26 Neugatuck 6.8 59 54 47 4.2/ Union 52 47 37 26 30
Covertry 47 42 38 34 29 NewBritain 79 69 64 57 53 Ve 54 48 44 40 34
Qomnel 49 44 41 36 31 NewCaaan 43 39 39 32 31 Vdutoan 6.2 52 49 37 40
Dartury 47 42 39 34 32 NewFairfied 47 43 40 34 32 WAlingfad 51 45 41 35 31
Darien 43 42 37 34 32 NewHatfod 47 43 38 34 29\Waren 49 39 44 31 27
Deep River 45 38 35 33 27 NewHaven 73 65 6.0 51 4.4 \\eshingion 36 32 32 24 23
Detby 6.8 6.3 59 52 4.4/ NewLondon 82 72 6.3 55 50 Waterbuy 93 80 74 6.6 59
Duham 40 35 33 30 2.7 NewMilfod 48 44 41 36 32 Waefod 54 48 42 36 35
East Garty 40 43 35 35 29 Nenington 48 45 41 37 34 \\aettoan 54 46 41 37 34
East Heddam 52 47 45 36 3.3 Newtown 44 43 39 35 3.0 West Hatfod 42 38 34 31 28
East Hampton 46 43 38 34 30 Nofak 48 46 37 36 32 \West Haven 6.7 58 54 48 41
Esast Hatfod 71 65 57 53 4.7/ North Brarford 51 45 39 35 3.2 Westhrook 48 45 40 36 33
East Haven 6.2 57 52 44 4.1 North CGanean 47 48 37 36 34 \W\sston 44 42 41 37 32
East Lyme 54 48 42 39 35 Noth Haven 50 45 41 36 32 Westport 40 38 37 31 29
East Windsor 56 53 50 44 38 North Stonington 48 41 38 35 32 Wethersfidd 49 46 44 36 32
Esstfod 39 38 42 40 32 Nowvalk 51 45 42 37 34 Wllington 44 41 37 36 28
Easton 40 37 39 34 28 Nowich 71 6.0 51 45 4.1 \\itton 42 41 37 32 32
Hiingion 50 44 39 36 31Aadyme 47 40 39 36 32 Winchester 58 54 51 45 42
Erfild 55 55 47 40 36 Ad Saybrock 47 44 40 34 31 Windham 71 6.2 59 53 48
Essex 49 39 37 32 30 Qange 44 41 34 32 29 Windsor 54 50 47 41 38
Faiffield 49 44 42 37 34 O<ford 50 44 42 34 3.1 Windsor Locks 57 52 47 44 38
Famington 41 38 36 32 28 Plainfidd 70 6.0 54 48 4.3 Wblcott 50 46 43 37 33
Farklin 54 49 34 34 3.8 Plainville 53 50 49 41 35 Woodbridge 41 35 31 31 27
Qastabuy 39 36 32 28 26 Pymouth 65 58 52 46 4.5 \Woodbury 46 42 36 34 32
Goshen 46 42 36 30 3.0 Porfret 43 35 32 33 2.7\\bodstock 51 47 44 41 37
Garby 44 38 33 29 25 Patlad 50 49 42 37 32

Geennich 42 39 37 31 29 Preston 54 51 49 40 37 CONNECTIQUT 57 51 47 41 37

Source: Connecticut Departrrent of Labor, Office of Research
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