
This publication lists start-ups, expansions, staff reductions, and layoffs reported by the media, both 

current and future. The report provides company name, the number of workers involved, date of the 

action, the principal product or service of the company, a brief synopsis of the action, and the source and 

date of the media article. 
 

The Office of Research does not disclose information about individual companies which it collects as part 

of its statistical programs.  This report is based only on information that has been publicly reported 

through the media for use by jobseekers, public policy makers, economic development professionals, and 

anyone with an interest in the Connecticut economy.  While the Office of Research regularly monitors the 

media for announcement of business changes, some announcements may have been missed.   
 

In addition to reports in the media, companies may be required to report on the WARN Act. Information 

about the WARN act is available here: https://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/progsupt/bussrvce/rrwarn.htm. A 

listing of WARN notices is available here:  https://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/progsupt/bussrvce/warnreports/

warnreports.htm.  Information about the Department of Labor’s Rapid Response Unit is available here:  

https://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/progsupt/bussrvce/rrt.htm. 
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  STARTUPS AND EXPANSIONS IN JANUARY 2025 

• This Connecticut mall is adding a new athletic shoe retailer 
• Great Wolf Lodge to open in Connecticut in May 

• Newtown entrepreneur opens second Metal Supermarkets in Bridgeport 
Connecticut 

• The Laurel, a restaurant with 'no set cuisine,' opens in West Hartford from former 
Millwright's chef 

• Dave's Hot Chicken to open first location in Connecticut 
• National smoothie chain and hibachi buffet find new homes in busy CT plaza. 
Here’s when they open  

• Eyewear retailer Warby Parker opens in Canton over the weekend 

• Planet Fitness opens New Milford location ahead of schedule, fills former space TJ 
Maxx space 

https://www.middletownpress.com/business/article/ct-danbury-fair-mall-is-adding-new-retailer-20027179.php
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/great-wolf-lodge-to-open-in-connecticut-in-may/3474005/
https://www.registercitizen.com/business/article/metal-supermarkets-bridgeport-ct-opening-20038066.php
https://www.registercitizen.com/business/article/metal-supermarkets-bridgeport-ct-opening-20038066.php
https://www.registercitizen.com/westhartford/article/west-hartford-ct-laurel-restaurant-millwrights-20047467.php
https://www.registercitizen.com/westhartford/article/west-hartford-ct-laurel-restaurant-millwrights-20047467.php
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/daves-hot-chicken-opens-first-location-connecticut/3481996/
https://www.courant.com/2025/01/26/national-smoothie-chain-and-hibachi-buffet-find-new-homes-in-busy-ct-plaza/
https://www.courant.com/2025/01/26/national-smoothie-chain-and-hibachi-buffet-find-new-homes-in-busy-ct-plaza/
https://www.middletownpress.com/business/article/warby-parker-eyewear-shops-at-farmington-canton-ct-20057118.php
https://www.registercitizen.com/newmilford/article/planet-fitness-opens-new-milford-location-20038878.php
https://www.registercitizen.com/newmilford/article/planet-fitness-opens-new-milford-location-20038878.php
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LAYOFFS AND RELOCATIONS FOR JANUARY 2025 

• Wethersfield Diner announces final days open; building to be vacated by Jan. 31 
• Imminent gym shutdown in central CT is latest closure by national chain 
• Macy’s closing 66 stores around country. See the list of locations here. 
• Casual dining chain closes restaurant in Meriden Mall, leaving only two in 

Connecticut 
• Williams Sonoma, Old Navy to close Westbrook Outlets stores amid 

redevelopment plans  
• Crystal Mall's FYE store to close, leaving Trumbull as its last Connecticut location 
• Italian restaurant Caputo Trattoria closes at Foxwoods Resort Casino after 7 

years 
• Kohl's to close 27 'underperforming' stores by April. Here's the list 
• Two Connecticut cannabis stores close less than two years after opening, the 

state's first 
• Video game retailer GameStop closes at least five Connecticut stores amid poor 

sales 
• Advance Auto Parts to close 700 stores nationwide, including at least one at this 

CT location 
• Walgreens turnaround continues with 450 stores to be closed this year 
• Santander Bank to close its branch in New Haven this spring 

https://www.fox61.com/article/news/local/hartford-county/wethersfield/wethersfield-diner-announces-final-days-open/520-8629ec88-df94-4785-83fd-80260f32e774
https://www.courant.com/2025/01/10/imminent-gym-shutdown-in-central-ct-is-latest-closure-by-national-chain/
https://www.courant.com/2025/01/10/macys-closing-66-stores-around-country-see-the-list-of-locations-here/
https://www.middletownpress.com/business/article/ct-ruby-tuesday-restaurant-meriden-mall-closes-20024935.php
https://www.middletownpress.com/business/article/ct-ruby-tuesday-restaurant-meriden-mall-closes-20024935.php
https://theday.com/news/690285/williams-sonoma-old-navy-to-close-westbrook-outlets-stores-amid-redevelopment-plans/
https://theday.com/news/690285/williams-sonoma-old-navy-to-close-westbrook-outlets-stores-amid-redevelopment-plans/
https://www.ctinsider.com/business/article/crystal-mall-fye-closing-ct-waterford-20022963.php
https://www.ctinsider.com/food/article/caputo-trattoria-closes-foxwoods-casino-ct-20013141.php
https://www.ctinsider.com/food/article/caputo-trattoria-closes-foxwoods-casino-ct-20013141.php
https://www.norwichbulletin.com/story/money/2025/01/10/kohls-stores-closing-list/77599294007/
https://www.ctinsider.com/cannabis/article/ct-higher-collective-hartford-willington-closing-20020754.php
https://www.ctinsider.com/cannabis/article/ct-higher-collective-hartford-willington-closing-20020754.php
https://www.middletownpress.com/business/article/gamestop-ct-video-game-retailer-closing-stores-20047813.php
https://www.middletownpress.com/business/article/gamestop-ct-video-game-retailer-closing-stores-20047813.php
https://www.middletownpress.com/business/article/advance-auto-parts-store-closures-ct-chesire-20049076.php
https://www.middletownpress.com/business/article/advance-auto-parts-store-closures-ct-chesire-20049076.php
https://www.norwichbulletin.com/story/money/2025/01/16/walgreens-stores-closing/77748417007/?itm_medium=recirc&itm_source=taboola&itm_campaign=internal&itm_content=BelowHomepageFeed-FeedRedesign
https://www.registercitizen.com/business/article/ct-santander-bank-branch-closing-new-haven-20050059.php

